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Higher Learning
Commission Gives
Fontbonne an 'A'
by Elizabeth Hise

Ten years. Almost 200 pages.
And countless helping hands.
Intensive, yes, but Fontbonne
University’s preparation for the

PHOTOS

Higher Learning Commission’s
February visit to campus paid
off. The result? Continued
accreditation for Fontbonne until
2020, with no additional reports
necessary. For Fontbonne, it is the
ultimate in positive feedback.
“This is more than we could
have dreamed possible,” said
Joyce Starr Johnson, interim vice
president and dean for academic
affairs and the co-chair of
Fontbonne’s HLC committee. “If

First Look: Students Alicia Lee (left) and Andrea Bailey scroll through the options available on Fontbonne’s
new heritage and history video touch screen.

the final report we receive remains
consistent with the preliminary

When Mary Beth Gallagher, assistant to

report delivered to the campus

the president for mission integration, joined
Fontbonne University one year ago, she

on Feb. 3, it means that we will
not need to submit any follow up
reports, host any additional site
visits, and that we can also add
more online graduate programs
without seeking individual approval
each time."
In short, such a glowing review
indicates continual growth and a
bright future for Fontbonne.

immediately began implementing programs to
help faculty, staff, students and alumni better
understand and relate to Fontbonne’s mission,

women’s giving circle composed of alumnae
and friends of the university.
“I knew I wanted something that was pretty
high-tech to engage students, prospective

history and founders, the Sisters of St. Joseph
of Carondelet.

students and younger viewers in general,” said
Gallagher. “And I knew I wanted the design to

In February, Gallagher unveiled her latest

have some gravitas, some beauty, some sense

project: a large-scale video touch-screen that

of the dignity of our history with the Sisters.

explores the heritage of Fontbonne through the
eyes of the Sisters of St. Joseph. Located in

The software designers created a look and

the main foyer of the East Building, the fullcolor 40-inch screen stands ready to dispense
information to curious minds. The project was

see HLC on page 3

sponsored in part by an anonymous donor
and the Fontbonne Community Connection, a

operation that seemed like a perfect blend of
old and new to me."
The kiosk welcomes visitors and encourages
them to immediately interact, simply with the
See Video Kiosk on page 3

Changing of the Guard

native of the St. Louis metro east area and has practiced law
in Missouri and Illinois since 1959. In addition to his service to
Fontbonne, he is a civic leader, having served on the boards of

The Fontbonne University
board of trustees has appointed

many organizations, including St. Patrick Center. He is also

Joseph B. McGlynn Jr. the new

the founder of the St. Patrick's Day Parade in St. Louis, and he

board chair for the university.

serves as the Honorary Consul General of Ireland.
“I am very proud to be associated with and work for

McGlynn has served on the
board since 2004, most recently

Fontbonne University and the Sisters of St. Joseph of

as chairman of the committee

Carondelet,” McGlynn said. “Being elected to chair the board

on institutional advancement

of trustees is quite an honor and a challenge that I relish.

and a member of the executive

Our board is, simply stated, a group of outstanding men and

committee. He succeeds Daniel

women whose dedication to the university and her sponsors is

J. Ferry Jr., who served as

awe inspiring. Working with them is a delight, and I appreciate

board chair for six years.

their confidence in me.”
Fontbonne also welcomes four new members to the board

“The university community extends our thanks and gratitude
to Mr. Ferry for his many initiatives and multiple successes

of trustees: Kathy C. Jones, president, The Conley Financial

during his term as board chair,” said Dr. Dennis Golden,

Group; John Lamping, managing director-investments, Wells

Fontbonne president. “We now look forward to Mr. McGlynn's

Fargo Advisors, LLC; Mary Margaret Lazio, CSJ, night nursing

vision and direction as he assumes this vital leadership position.”

supervisor at the Nazareth Living Center; and Marvin R. Talley,

McGlynn, a senior partner at Kortenhof McGlynn, LLC, is a

principal, Innovative Concept Academy.

_________J

MIGHTY, MIGHTY GRIFFINS

The Next
Chapter

Although Fontbonne University's women’s basketball
team fell to Thomas Moore College in the first round
of the NCAA Division III tournament — the team’s
first appearance in the tournament since 2003 the Lady Griffins played a strong season, claiming
the St. Louis Intercollegiate Athletic Conference
tournament championship.

After 26 years at Fontbonne
University, business instructor

Follow Griffin sports at www.fontbonne.edu/athletics.

Don Shifter is putting his
briefcase into storage. Shifter is retiring after the spring semester,
but will continue to teach occasionally on an adjunct schedule.
Shifter received a Bachelor of Arts from Queens College in 1951
and a Master of Science in Retail from New York University in 1952.
He spent the first half of his career in retail environments, starting
out as a buyer and working his way up to vice president of the
Clayton, Mo., Famous Barr department store. He began teaching at
Fontbonne in 1984. Since then, he has contributed to the education
of hundreds of students, teaching everything from marketing and
consumer behavior to entrepreneurship and personal selling.
“I will miss the constant challenges of the students in their course
work, career development and dreams of being successful in their
various business pursuits,” Shifter said. “It’s been a challenge, and
I hope I have made an impact in the lives of the students.”
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Self-Evaluation: Fontbonne administrators join members of the Higher Learning Commission before the announcement of Fontbonne’s accreditation review
during an all-campus meeting Feb. 3. From left to right: Dr. Dennis Golden, Fontbonne president; Janet Haggerty Davis (Robert Morris University-Chicago);
Mary Ann Danielson (Creighton - Omaha); Cynthia Tweedel (Indiana Wesleyan); Paul Pribbenow (Augsburg College - Minneapolis); Dr. Joyce Starr Johnson,
interim vice president and dean for academic affairs and HLC co-chair; and Dr. Sharon McCaslin, professor, university librarian and HLC co-chair.
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(from page 1)

As a degree-granting educational institution, Fontbonne

that we care deeply about the future of the institution — it is more

undergoes a voluntary self-study every 10 years in order to

than just a place to work. I am proud of the people who work at

maintain its status as an accredited university. The Higher

Fontbonne."

Learning Commission, the post-secondary part of the North

The HLC committee, composed of four peer reviewers from

Central Association of Colleges and Schools, which is one of six

universities similar to Fontbonne, arrived for their three-day

regional accrediting bodies throughout the United States, oversees

visit on Feb. 1. And on Feb. 3, as the campus community

the study and evaluation. According to Johnson, preparation for

gathered anxiously in the Lewis Room of the university library,

Fontbonne’s 2010 review began early in the decade.

the committee put forth the good news: after vigorous review,

“The accreditation process is a collegial and cooperative
process where institutions of higher education take the time to
examine each other to ensure that the education offered is of high

Fontbonne passed with flying colors.
“Fontbonne adheres to its mission, provides a quality learning
experience, and continues to improve. Based on this strong track

quality and constantly improving,” explained Sharon McCaslin, a

record, we can expect Fontbonne University to continue to develop

Fontbonne professor, university librarian and the other HLC co

as a first class university,” McCaslin said.

chair. Additional subcommittees consisting of six to 10 individuals

Johnson agreed. “Quality and integrity continue to be important

apiece, all passionate members of the Fontbonne community,

here,” she said. “There are no shortcuts; just hard work. Alumni

each embraced one criterion for accreditation, working in tandem

should be very proud to have a degree from an institution that

to compile an almost 200-page report evaluating Fontbonne.

places such importance on good work.”

“So many people were involved in putting this together, and they
all did everything they needed to do with very little prodding from

Editor's Note: You can find Fontbonne’s self-study report online

me or Sharon," Johnson affirmed. “I think that attests to the fact

at www.fontbonne.edu/about/accreditation/.

Video Kiosk

(from page 1)

touch of a finger. They can choose to explore four different

classmates in the photos,” Gallagher said. “I hope that current

categories: partnership, service, academic excellence or “our

faculty, staff and students will see our history as one — we

stories.” Each category contains videos of eight Sisters, all with

carry the torch that the CSJs lit a long time ago. I hope that the

significant relationships with the university, who discuss their

Sisters of St. Joseph smile at the stories of their work of the past

memories of and connections to Fontbonne. Viewers can also

and have confidence that we are honored to carry on in their

choose to browse through photos, past and present, of campus life.
“I hope that older alums will enjoy seeing their old faculty and

places, seeking academic excellence, service and partnership
with their charism.”
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"My greatest pleasure has been working with the young men and
women who have traveled through my life the last 23 years at
Fontbonne,” McKinney said. “I am immensely proud of the
accomplishments of all of our sports teams over the years. Being a
part of the growth and success we've had as a collegiate athletic
program has been such a wonderful life experience. I consider
myself a very lucky man. I still have a passion for coaching, and I’m
looking forward to another great season with our basketball team.”

"My greatest pleasure has been working with the
young men and women who have traveled through
my life the last 23 years at Fontbonne."
- Coach Lee McKinney
McKinney began coaching college basketball in 1978 for Missouri
Baptist University, prior to which he spent 19 years as a high
school basketball coach. He joined the Griffins for the 1988-89
season, heading up a completely new program. After leading the
Griffins to four wins in the SLIAC post-season tournament and
four appearances in the NCAA tournament, McKinney capped his
Coach Lee McKinney will lighten his load after this spring.

PASSING the TORCH
by Elizabeth Hise

already outstanding tenure when the men’s basketball team earned
him the 800th victory of his career on Feb. 20.
Now, McKinney will pass the torch to Eftink, a 2006 Fontbonne
business graduate and a standout student-athlete, who will lead
the university’s athletic program for the next year while a search is
conducted to fill McKinney’s position as athletic director.
“I am grateful to Dr. Golden and the Fontbonne administration for
giving me this opportunity,” Eftink said. "I would like to commend

Following the spring athletic season, Fontbonne University

Coach McKinney for all he has accomplished during his tenure

will experience a loss — and a gain. Dr. Lee McKinney will retire

and thank him for being a wonderful mentor to me throughout the

as athletic director, while alumna Maria Eftink will step into the
position of interim athletic director. She has been serving as
associate athletic director.

years. I look forward to continue enhancing Fontbonne athletics and
enriching the experience of our student-athletes.”

McKinney has served the Fontbonne community for 23 years,
and under his leadership, the university has seen the athletic
department grow from three to 19 teams, and the number of
student-athletes jump from 35 to 350. Although the campus will no

Indeed, McKinney served as a mentor to hundreds of studentathletes, and despite his retirement, his influence will continue for
years to come.
“I thank Dr. Lee McKinney for his years of service to Fontbonne
University,” said Dr. Dennis C. Golden, Fontbonne president.

longer encounter his stalwart presence on a daily basis, McKinney

“For over two decades, Lee has positively impacted the lives of

will remain as the head men's basketball coach to continue leading
the Griffins for the 2010-2011 season.

our student-athletes and countless others both on campus and
throughout the extended community.”

Hall of Famers Inducted
Fontbonne University alums Jason Schellman ’05 and Elizabeth Klotz '04 were inducted
into the St. Louis Collegiate Athletic Conference (SLIAC) Hall of Fame on Saturday, Feb. 13.
The induction took place during an evening of basketball against Blackburn College in the
Mabee Gymnasium on Fontbonne's main campus. Schellman was a four-year letter winner
on the Griffins men’s soccer team, graduating with a bachelor's degree in communication
studies. Klotz was a four-year letter winner on the Griffins women's basketball team. She
earned her bachelor’s degree in biology.
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Getting Acquainted
Archbishop Robert J. Carlson paid a visit in December to
Fontbonne University, his first since being appointed to the
St. Louis Archdiocese in April 2009. Pictured here with Dr.
Dennis Golden, Fontbonne president (left), and Daniel Ferry,
most recent past chair of the Fontbonne board of trustees,
Archbishop Carlson also participated in a roundtable discussion
with various members of the campus community.
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Want a New View?
Construction on Fontbonne University’s AnheuserBusch Hall (formerly known as the Science Building)
proceeds swiftly, but you don’t have to drive to campus
to keep an eye on the progress. With only a computer
screen and a mouse, you can watch the construction
via Fontbonne’s Web camera.

A New Leader
Fontbonne University’s Council of Regents, an advisory body to
the school, appointed Carol Spehr '63 the 2010-2011 council
chair. Spehr, a Fontbonne alumna and a founder of the Fontbonne
Community Connection, a women’s giving circle, is the first woman
to serve in that position.

See for yourself at www.fontbonne.edu/webcam.

Learning More
A nationally renowned expert In the field of autism spoke to 63
educators, parents and students at the Fontbonne University
education department’s 2010 spring Institute March 6. Dr.
Sharon A. Reeve, a full-time faculty member at Caldwell College
In New Jersey, spoke on “Autism and Applied Behavior Analysis:
Opening Doors for People on the Spectrum.” For the first time,
the Institute was open to the public in an effort to engage local
parents and experts on a prevalent and critical topic.
For more information on future institutes, call 314.889.4536,
e-mail egeeser@fontbonne.edu or log on to
www.fontbonne.edu/institute.

Stay Connected
Fontbonne University invites all alums to join our exclusive online community, an interactive Web site where graduates can visit,
reconnect and stay in touch. It’s free and easy to sign up, and members can enjoy a secure, searchable directory of all Fontbonne
alumni, bookmark listings for reference, access career services, and share news and events with other members. To join, visit
www.fontbonne.edu/alumdirectory. You can also connect to Fontbonne through a variety of social media networks. Follow us on Twitter
at @fontbonnealumni, friend us on Facebook (www.facebook.com/fontbonnealumni), or network with other alums through Linkedln.
Staying in touch has never been so easy!
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A Graduate Degree
Are you ready to take the next step?
by Elizabeth Hise

Fontbonne University offers numerous opportunities for graduate students. The
university introduced its first graduate degree in 1975 through the department of
communication disorders. In 1991, the OPTIONS program began admitting students.
And now, in 2010, nearly 1,000 students are enrolled in graduate programs.
“Perhaps the greatest gift that Fontbonne University gives to its students is time and
genuine concern,” said Dr. Janine Duncan, assistant professor of family and consumer
sciences and director of graduate programs in human environmental sciences.
“Graduate students at Fontbonne have direct access to program directors throughout
the admissions process. The graduate directors respond to the diverse personal and
professional experiences of prospective students, making connections to the particular
expectations of each graduate program.”
Every graduate student has a different reason for going back to school: personal
development, career advancement and educational enrichment just some of many. But
at Fontbonne, regardless of motivation, a student will receive a solid, relevant graduate
education, according to Dr. Mary Abkemeier, professor of mathematics and computer
education and director of the graduate program in computer education, an online degree.
“A graduate degree from Fontbonne signifies quality work, a degree that is current
in content and applicability, forward-looking and a preparation for success in a chosen
line of work or profession,”
Abkemeier said. “I think
that an advanced degree
Graduate Programs:
from Fontbonne helps
Art, Computer Education (online), Early Intervention In Deaf
makes our graduates
Education, Education, Fine Arts, Human Environmental Sciences,
aware that they can make
Speech-Language Pathology, Speech and Theatre Education,
a difference in the world."
Teaching, Teaching for Family and Consumer Sciences, Teaching
Ashley Porter, a student
of Reading (online), Theatre
in Fontbonne’s Master of
Arts in Teaching program,
Graduate Programs in OPTIONS:
enrolled after earning
Accounting, Business Administration, Management (on ground
her bachelor’s degree in
&
online), Supply Chain Management (online), Taxation
English from Fontbonne.
“This program
International:
allows students with
undergraduate degrees
outside the field of
education to earn teacher

Business Administration, International Marketing

certification and complete a master’s degree,” she explained. “I chose this grad program
because Fontbonne has a great teacher education program. I’ve had a great experience,
and I believe that my classes have prepared me for my field.”
Indeed, each graduate program provides instruction geared toward helping students
meet their goals and excel in their chosen fields. And some programs offered under the
OPTIONS umbrella are specifically designed for busy working adults.
“We have had graduates who have become instructional designers and moved on
to positions in higher education,” Abkemeier said. “Some have founded their own
companies to promote uses of specific technologies. Some have become software
developers. While most graduates do remain in the classroom, there are a range of
opportunities for our graduates."

Just don't forget your love beads.

Learn more about Fontbonne’s graduate programs at www.fontbonne.edu/gradprograms.

Of

tweets and

TYPEWRITERS
by Elizabeth Hise

I had every intention of contacting Dr. Bruce Kintz when a press
release from Concordia Publishing House (CPH), of which Kintz is
the chief executive officer, found its way to my desk and into a file of
story ideas. Because Kintz is also a Fontbonne alumnus, I had taken
note of the company and intended to pursue an article with its CEO.
That's why, a few weeks later, I was surprised when Kintz
contacted me — and I was even more surprised by his mode of
communication. He didn’t call, write or e-mail.
He tweeted.
“I’m a Fontbonne alum too!” his message read, a reply to a
comment about a fellow Fontbonne University alumnus on Twitter,
the online microblogging platform. Kintz, 49, is not only the CEO
of CPH, he’s also a 1989 traditional MBA graduate who embraces
communication of any and all kinds, including of-the-moment, 140characters-or-less tools like Twitter.
“I make it a point to be very available. All calls are forwarded
directly to my cell phone, which I answer 24/7,” Kintz said, in person
this time, pulling out an iPhone from his jacket’s breast pocket. “By
making yourself available, your customer’s needs get met.”
And the publishing company meets millions of those needs
each year. A not-for-profit company and the official publisher of The
Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod, CPH offers more than 8,000
different products for use in Christian congregations, schools and
homes. Kintz said that people of all denominations from all around
the globe use the company’s products, which range from hymnals
and vacation Bible school programs to Christian curriculum resources
and books for pastors, teachers, students and children.
After 140 years of operation, CPH seems to have more vigor than

his MBA at Fontbonne.
“The best MBA program I found in the area was at Fontbonne.
I went to class at 8 a.m. every Saturday, and took three classes per
semester,” Kintz explained. “My MBA served me well at McDonnell
Douglas. It launched my career — I was at the head of the pack.”
But in 1998, not long after McDonnell Douglas merged with The
Boeing Co., Kintz felt that it was perhaps time for him to move on.
His pastor suggested he look into CPH. For the longtime Lutheran
and active church member, the position felt natural — a good fit.
“Somewhere in the back of your head, you have goals and
dreams,” he said. “I always wanted to be in management, but never
knew how high I would go. I find myself where I am now because of
God’s blessings.”
Kintz was hired as a director at CPH, was promoted to vice
president, then added chief operating officer to his title. He became
CEO of the company in 2006. In 2009, he earned a doctorate in
educational leadership from Lindenwood University. And last year,
he received word that CPH earned the 2009 Missouri Quality Award,
a goal Kintz set for CPH 10 years prior and a testament to the

ever, perhaps because of the company’s engaged and energetic
leader, who, aside from his typical 6 a.m. to 6 p.m. work day,

company’s rigorous standards and performance excellence.
But in spite of his lofty achievements, Kintz remains grounded.

answers his own e-mail, updates his Facebook page and contributes
occasionally to the company’s podcasts. And to think that when Kintz
joined the CPH team in 1999 as a director, he initially felt unsure if
the company was even a good fit for him.

ambitious. Longevity with the company is common and rewarded.
“Because we’re 140 years young, we stand on the shoulders

But as it turned out, Kintz, who grew up just one block from CPH’s
Jefferson Avenue headquarters in South St. Louis, couldn’t shake his
connection to the company.

He is an accessible leader, and his employees seem happy and

of the people before us,” Kintz said. He keeps tokens of decades
past — a turn-of-the century manual typewriter, a candlestick rotary
telephone — in his office to remind himself that the company has

money, and he needed to find a way to finance his own education.

evolved. And he doesn’t forget that it continues to evolve, embracing
new technology, new communication tools and new generations of
employees.

So he applied and was selected for a police cadet program with the

“One of my favorite sayings is, ‘Don’t strive for perfection; just be

After he graduated from high school, his family didn’t have much

St. Louis Police Department, allowing him to work during the day
and earn an associate's degree at night at St. Louis Community
College. His strong work ethic has never changed. Over the next

persistent,”’ he reminds future business leaders. “In your approach
to the future, allow for innovation, think and practice. The journey
is more important than 100 percent success.”

10 years, he cultivated a lively career reaching the level of director
at McDonnell Douglas, started a family, and completed two more

If you're on Twitter; you can follow Bruce Kintz at @CPHCEO or

degrees: a bachelor’s in mathematics at Maryville University, and

follow Fontbonne at @FontbonneU.
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OPTIONS Class Bowls a Strike with Final Project
by Elizabeth Hise
In the brightest cities

generous deal on the facility rental.

and the smallest towns,

Mike Vassel, another student enrolled in the course, connected

a person can, more often

his classmates with the American Diabetes Association, a cause

than not, locate a bowling

the entire group could support.

alley. And whether you’re

“I tried to find an organization we could all find common

white collar, blue collar or

ground on," he commented.

somewhere in between,

The class really bonded together to make the event happen,

chances are, you’ve hit the
lanes. But for 16 students

said McNary. “They worked really hard. It’s only a five-week
course, and they did the very best they could within that time.

in the Fontbonne University
OPTIONS Bachelor of

And it was fun! This project really Inspired a sense of teamwork
and collaboration within the class.”

Science in Sports and
Entertainment Management
program, bowling recently became more than just a game.

Enthusiastic and engaged, the class threw themselves into
planning and preparation for their Jan. 30 event. They developed
a Facebook page, designed their own marketing materials,

The students, all enrolled in their degree program’s capstone

secured Novak Jewelers as a sponsor, and landed an Interview

course, hosted a bowling tournament this winter to benefit

on KSDK-TV’s noon news program. The event’s success, said

the American Diabetes Association. Erin McNary, an assistant

Purcell, related directly to the class’ meticulous planning and

professor and the director of Fontbonne’s sports management

attention to detail.

program, tasked them with planning and executing an event of
their choosing. She wanted them to combine the knowledge and

“The experiential and practical learning In combination with

experience they gleaned from their previous courses, including

helping the local community was so beneficial for the students,"

marketing, public relations, executive communication and

said McNary. “It gave them hands-on experience, and they pulled

advertising, into one final, experiential learning tool. But she gave

the event off through planning, networking opportunities and

them one condition; they had to host this event by the end of the

collaboration."

course - only five weeks In length.
“It was winter, and we needed to identify an indoor event,"

In total, they attracted 10 bowling teams and raised almost
$1,200. And with this successful event on their resumes, most

said Todd Purcell, a member of the class and a full-time student.

of the students are now headed out into the world to apply their

“We didn’t have a huge budget.” So bowling, he said, was a

OPTIONS education — and experience — toward new jobs, events

good option. Especially when Hazelwood Bowl offered them a

and endeavors.

22nd Annual Fontbonne University Golf Tournament
Tuesday June 15, Norwood Hills Country Club
Proceeds from the tournament will benefit
scholarships for students.
Golfers may sign up as individuals or as a team.

For more information or to register, go to
www.fontbonne.edu/golftourney or contact Kathy McDermott
at 314.889.1489 or kmcdermott@fontbonne.edu.

Registration deadline is June 4.

A Slice of St. Louis News
With a generous subscription offer from St. Louis Magazine
specifically for Fontbonne University alumni, you can receive
St. Louis features, reviews and information in your mailbox
every month. Special discounted subscriptions include three
years (36 issues) for $28, two years (24 issues) for $22, and
one year (12 issues) for $12. To order, visit www.stlmag.com/
subscribe and enter the promotion code: fonbon. To order by
phone, call 314.918.3000 and ask for the alum offer.
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Announced at press time...

Teachers Receive High Honors
Dr. Joyce Starr Johnson, Fontbonne University interim vice
president and dean for academic affairs, announced the 2010
recipients of the most prestigious teaching awards offered by
the university.
Nominated by the Fontbonne community and elected by
a committee of campus representatives, including faculty,
staff and students, the awardees represent the very best of
collectively passionate and engaged faculty body.
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Dr. Suzanne Stoelting, assistant professor of sociology, has
been named the recipient of the 2010-2011 Joan Goostree
Stevens Excellence in Teaching Award. Stoelting joined the
Fontbonne faculty in 2007 and is a member of the behavioral
sciences department.
Belinda Farrington, a lecturer in the Fontbonne OPTIONS
program, is being honored with the Excellence in Teaching
Award for Part-Time Faculty. She began teaching at the
university in 2009.
Deanna Jent, an associate professor and director of the
theatre program, has earned the 2010-2011 Scholar/Artist
award. Jent has been a member of the Fontbonne faculty

You received a meaningful and relevant education from

since 1995, and she Is the founder of Mustard Seed Theatre,

Fontbonne University. Share your experiences with a

an in-residence theatre company.

potential student, and refer a future Griffin to your alma
mater. YOU are Fontbonne’s greatest ambassador.
Look for more on these outstanding educators in an upcoming

For more information, check In with Undergraduate Admissions,

university publication.

V___________________ 1____________ _______________
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1.800.205.5862, fbyou@fontbonne.edu, or Alumni Relations,
314.889.1403, alumnievents@fontbonne.edu.

alumni classnotes
1940
Anna Rose Kraus, CSJ ’42
celebrated her 80th jubilee as a Sister
of St. Joseph of Carondelet.
Olive Louise Dallavis, CSJ ’48 was
honored by Avila University for her
dedication and service to the school
and the Kansas City community. She
served as university president for 25
years during her career at Avila.
Mary Alma Monaghan, CSJ ’48
celebrated her 75th jubilee as a Sister
of St. Joseph of Carondelet.
Dorothy F. Daly, CSJ ’49
celebrated her 60th jubilee as a Sister
of St. Joseph of Carondelet.

1950
Maria Cabrini Oldani, CSJ ’53
celebrated her 70th jubilee as a Sister
of St. Joseph of Carondelet.
The following alumnae celebrated their
60th jubilee as Sisters of St. Joseph
of Carondelet: Ann B. Chamblin, CSJ
’56, Therese Chaperone, CSJ ’59,
Loretta A. Hennekes, CSJ ’58, and
Jean Vianney Mindak, CSJ ’57.
Mary Carol Anth, CSJ ’57 was honored
Feb. 27 at the annual Fontbonne
University faculty/staff dinner for
45 years of service to the university.
She currently serves as Fontbonne’s
associate academic dean.

I960
The following alumnae celebrated their
60th jubilee as Sisters of St. Joseph of
Carondelet: Marian Cowan, CSJ ’65,
Mary Ann Donovan, CSJ ’62, Mary
Ann Lavin, CSJ ’65, John Mandeville,
CSJ ’63, Dorothy Mary Meirink, CSJ
’61, Richard Joseph Sagadin, CSJ
’63, Louise Michele Sommer, CSJ
’62, and Josephine Eva Winkeler,
CSJ ’61.
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The following alumnae celebrated their
50th jubilee as Sisters of St. Joseph
of Carondelet: Jacqueline Dillon, CSJ
’64, Mary Ann Figlino, CSJ ’64, Joan
Galli, CSJ ’64, Patricia Ann Giljum,
CSJ ’65, Gerrie M. Grabow, CSJ ’64,
Mary Jacobs, CSJ ’64, Mary Kay
Liston, CSJ ’64, Judith Ann Miller,
CSJ ’64, Elizabeth Ann Murray, CSJ
’65, Carol Patron, CSJ ’65, Mary
Patricia Quinn, CSJ .’64, Kathleen
Regan, CSJ ’64, Mary Jo Ritter, CSJ
’65, Ann Gerard Siebert, CSJ ’64, and
Roseanne Siebert, CSJ ’64.

Spring 2010

Suzanne McNulty Levin ’62 was
inducted into the 2010 Incarnate Word
Academy Flail of Fame on Jan. 23 in St.
Louis, Mo., in honor of her commitment
to philanthropic outreach.
Maggie Gunn Fowler ’64 announced
the arrival of her newest grandson,
Aimon Edwin Fowler, born Dec. 31, 2009.
Kathleen Toohey Gunn ’65 and her
husband Thomas were honored by the
Sisters of St. Joseph of Carondelet at
the 2010 Generosity of Joseph Flonors
Gala in St. Louis, Mo., on April 30. The
Gunns were recognized as advocates
for faith-based education, health care
and social services.
Rita Marie Schmitz, CSJ ’66 was
honored Feb. 27 at the annual
Fontbonne University faculty/staff
dinner for 40 years of service to the
university. She currently serves as a
professor of education at the university.
Jean M. Abbott, CSJ ’66, clinical
director of the Center for Survivors of
Torture and War Trauma in St. Louis,
was the recipient of the 2009 Michael
J. Garanzini Award from the Center
for Counseling and Family Therapy
at Saint Louis University. She was
honored for her more than 20 years of
work in St. Louis and abroad, serving
refugees, victims of torture, war trauma
and trauma associated with forced
relocation.
Virginia Dailey Gerdes ’68 was
inducted into the 2010 Incarnate Word
Academy Hall of Fame on Jan. 23 in St.
Louis, Mo., in honor of her service in
parish ministry.
Patricia A. Clement, CSJ ’68 was
honored by Notre Dame de la Baie
Academy in Green Bay, Wis., with the
school’s 2009 Founders Award in
recognition of her many contributions
to Catholic education in the Green Bay
community.

1970
Joan Ryan Baraba ’70 was inducted into
the 2010 Incarnate Word Academy Hall
of Fame on Jan. 23 in St. Louis, Mo., in
recognition of her successful career in
business.
Ann Buermann Wass ’73 is pleased
to announce publication of the book,
“Clothing Through American History:
The Federal Era through Antebellum,
1786-1860.” Wass wrote part I of the
book, a stand-alone treatment of the
Federal era, 1786-1820.
Susan Puetz Lenihan ’75, a professor
and the director of deaf education in the

department of communication disorders
and deaf education at Fontbonne
University, wrote an article titled “From
A to Z: Getting Started in Listening and
Spoken Language,” offering suggestions
and advice to those considering a
career in the industry. The article was
published in the November/December
issue of “Volta Voices,” the magazine for
the Alexander Graham Bell Association
for the Deaf and Hard of Hearing.
Lenihan is also celebrating 25 years of
service to Fontbonne University.
Patricia Horas Fagin ’76 has been
appointed head of Stuart Country Day
School of the Sacred Heart in Princeton,
NJ.
Antoinette “Toni” Fabbio Pagano ’78
was inducted into the 2010 Incarnate
Word Academy Hall of Fame on Jan.
23, in St. Louis, Mo., in honor of her
commitment to community outreach.

1980
Carole N. Lasky ’83 MA ’91 MFA ’92
was honored Feb. 27 at the annual
Fontbonne University faculty/staff
dinner for 25 years of service to the
university. She is currently an assistant
professor of art at Fontbonne.
Harry E. Whitney ’86 recently
accepted a position as an adjunct
professor at the University of the
Incarnate Word in San Antonio, Texas.
Paola Della Croce Brush ’87 was
honored Feb. 27 at the annual
Fontbonne University faculty/staff
dinner for 10 years of service to the
university. She currently serves as an
instructor in Fontbonne’s department
of communication disorders and deaf
education.
Janine Russell Williams ’88 MM ’00
MBA ’08 was honored Feb. 27 at the
annual Fontbonne University faculty/
staff dinner for five years of service to
Fontbonne University. She is a student
accounts coordinator for Fontbonne’s
OPTIONS program.
Sharon V. Ramey MS ’88 married
Melvin R. Williams on Oct. 17, 2009.
She is employed by the FergusonFlorissant School District in suburban
St. Louis, Mo.

1990
Victor S. Wang MFA ’90 MA ’90
was honored Feb. 27 at the annual
Fontbonne University faculty/staff
dinner for 20 years of service to the
university. He is currently an instructor
of painting and drawing.

Joseph T. Ambrose MBA ’90 was
appointed treasurer of the St. Louis
Sports Commission by the organization's
board of directors.
Darlene Diel Wagner ’94 was a
recipient of the Gateway Media Literacy
Partners’ 2009 Charles Klotzer Media
Literacy Award. Wagner, who is an art
teacher at Parkway School District’s
Wren Hollow Elementary School, was
honored for her innovation in the field
of media literacy education.
Melissa Mautner ’94 MS ’96 is
engaged to Doug Grana. A July wedding
is planned. Mautner is employed by
the Special School District of St. Louis
County.
Susan C. Fluchel ’97 was honored
Feb. 27 at the annual Fontbonne
University faculty/staff dinner for 25
years of service to Fontbonne University.
She is currently a senior information
technology specialist at Fontbonne.
Michael A. Nichols ’97 MA ’99
MFA ’00 was recently named one of
15 recipients of the Al Smith Individual
Artist Fellowship Award by the Kentucky
Arts Council. The award recognizes
and supports Kentucky professional
artists who are producing works of
creative and artistic excellence. Nichols
is currently an assistant professor at
Western Kentucky University.
Irene Costas ’98 recently graduated
from Saint Louis University School of
Law and now practices family law as
an associate attorney at Stange Law
Firm LLC in St. Louis, Mo. The firm was
started by fellow Fontbonne alum, Kirk
C. Stange ’97, and his wife Paola.
Justin R. Lopinot ’98 and his wife,
Sarah, announce the arrival of their
second son, Owen August, born Feb. 26
at 8:01 a.m. He joins big brother, Oliver.
Barbara Schaumburg ’98 MS ’02
was honored Feb. 27 at the annual
Fontbonne University faculty/staff
dinner for 15 years of service to
the university. She is currently an
information technology specialist.
Geferl A. Zasaretti ’98 recently joined
Southwest Bank as a mortgage lender
at the bank’s WingHaven branch
in O’Fallon, Mo. He has more than
seven years of experience in mortgage
lending.

2000
James G. Steinkoetter ’00 MBA '05
has been appointed to the board of
directors for Jobs and Employment
Support Services (JESS) in St. Louis, Mo.

in
Katie Deimeke Morrow ’00 MS ’06
and her husband Joe announce the
arrival of their daughter, Abigail Grace,
born Nov. 11, 2009. She joins sister
Emily and brother Nate.
Leslie Reuther Nichols ’01 was
awarded the 2009 People's Choice
Award at the Scottsville (Kentucky) Art
Guild’s 19th annual Summer’s End Art
Show for her painting “Ahumument.” In
addition, her work titled “Identity” was
chosen for the President’s Purchase
Award in the 2010 Delta National Small
Print Exhibition through Arkansas State
University, where her work is now part
of the school's permanent collection.
Sonya M. Jackson ’01 MS ’03
was honored Feb. 27 at the annual
Fontbonne University faculty/staff
dinner for 10 years of service to the
university. She is currently Fontbonne’s
assistant registrar.
Michelle C. Palumbo ’02 was honored
Feb. 27 at the annual Fontbonne
University faculty/staff dinner for
10 years of service to the university.
Palumbo is an assistant director of
admissions.
Elizabeth S. Galloway ’02 is engaged
to Bradley H. Schenck. A November
wedding is planned. She is a first
grade teacher in the Rockwood School
District in St. Louis, Mo.
Jessica L. Hylton ’03 was honored
Feb. 27 at the annual Fontbonne
University faculty/staff dinner for
five years of service to the university.
Hylton is an academic coordinator for
Fontbonne’s OPTIONS program.
Elizabeth A. Klotz ’04 is a member
of the St. Louis Intercollegiate Athletic
Conference (SLIAC) Hall of Fame
Class of 2010. She was a four-year
letter winner on the Griffins women’s
basketball squad and was a four-time
All-SLIAC honoree. She was inducted
into the Fontbonne Athletics Hall of
Fame in 2009.
Danielle C. DeVan ’05 is engaged
to Dante S. Beattie. A September
wedding is planned. She is a program
assistant with the state of South
Carolina in Rock Hill, SC.
Marcia M. Laurentius ’05 is engaged
to Joshua Yakich. An October wedding
is planned. Laurentius is currently
employed with Brown Shoe Company
in St. Louis, Mo.
Jason D. Schellman ’05 is a member
of the St. Louis Intercollegiate Athletic
Conference (SLIAC) Hall of Fame Class
of 2010. He was a four-year letter
winner on the Griffins men’s soccer

team and was a four-time First Team
All-SLIAC recipient.
Charles C. Franz ’05 MST ‘07 was
recently hired as an associate at Abeles
and Hoffman PC. in St. Louis, Mo. He
will be responsible for preparation of
tax forms, returns, and corporate and
individual client account services.
Thomas Guinn ’05 MA ‘09 is the
new physical education teacher and
head high school girls soccer coach
at Mountain View Elementary in
Mountain View, Mo. He previously
coached soccer for six years at
Oakville High School.
Dawn M. Schmidt ‘06 is engaged to
Donny A. Frank. An October wedding
is planned. She is employed as an
account assistant at Adrian N. Baker &
Co. in Clayton, Mo.
Allison Bunte MST ’06 married Brandon
Jasper on Aug. 1, 2009. She is a
certified public accountant currently
employed at Brown Smith Wallace LLC
as a senior tax accountant.

memory
Marie Getz CSJ '38

of St. Louis, Missouri - January 4, 2010

Charlotte Bussmann Gund '39
of St. Louis, Missouri - November 17, 2009

Charlotte Toebe Johnson ’39
of St. Louis, Missouri - November 7, 2009

Betty Procter Collins '40
of Scottsdale, Arizona - August 25, 2009

Helen J. Guyol ’41
of St. Louis, Missouri - August 24, 2009

Aileen Perkinson Harlan '41
of St. Louis, Missouri - October 12, 2009

Julia Saab Schieszer '41
of Maryland Heights, Missouri - January 16, 2010

Anne Hebberger Schmidt '45
of St. Louis, Missouri - October 23, 2009

Jaimie A. Becvar MS ’07 married
Daniel Koenig on Oct. 2, 2009. She is

Margarite Sabadell Karpowicz '46

employed by St. Louis Public Schools.

of St. Louis, Missouri - January 3, 2010

Mia P. Miller ’07 has accepted
the position of office services
representative at the Saint Louis
County Department of Health.
Amy S. Layhew MM ’08 was honored
Feb. 27 at the annual Fontbonne
University faculty/staff dinner for
five years of service to Fontbonne
University. Layhew is the director
of academic student services for
Fontbonne’s OPTIONS program.
Janice M. Johnson ’08 was honored
Feb. 27 at the annual Fontbonne
University faculty/staff dinner for
five years of service to Fontbonne
University. She is the office manager
for Fontbonne’s department of
communication disorders and deaf
education.
Sue Wallace MM ’09 was elected to
the board of directors of Cinema
St. Louis, a not-for-profit organization
that emphasizes film as an art form.
Its mission is to enhance cultural
diversity by bringing American
independent productions, horizon
expanding international films and
high-quality studio films to audiences
before their commercial release.
Edward A. Simon II ’09 was appointed
vice president of operations at
California American Water. He will be
based in Coronado, Cal.

Mary Carroll Maxwell ’47
of Florissant, Missouri - November 7, 2009

Victoria Cothran '54
of Florissant, Missouri - September 5, 2009

Mary C. Scanlon, CPPS '55
of O’Fallon, Missouri - September 12, 2009

Silveria Fricke, CPPS '61
of O’Fallon, Missouri - November 10, 2009

Mary Higgins Lavin '61
of Ballwin, Missouri - September 1, 2009

Virginia Pfeifer '64
of Hazelwood, Missouri - November 16, 2009

Mary Ann Keiper Mallon '68
of St. Louis, Missouri - February 20, 2010

Rita Smith Tranel ’71
of St. Louis, Missouri - February 18, 2010

Mary Tierney Watermon 'll
of Fenton, Missouri - February 2010
Ellen Ansorge Friesen Schmidt '79
of Ballwin, Missouri - February 18, 2010

Non-Profit Org.

ISl Fontbonne University

U.S. Postage

PAID

Learn more. Be more.®*'

Permit No. 1768

Office of Alumni Relations
6800 Wydown Boulevard
St. Louis, MO 63105-3098

St. Louis, MO

Fontbonne University is sponsored by the Sisters of St. Joseph of Carondelet.

Change service requested

getting

walked
Join Fontbonne University’s Project Brick by Brick. Become part of Fontbonne’s

legacy by having your name, the name of a loved one or a message engraved on a
commemorative brick, paving the walkways in front of Fontbonne’s Anheuser-Busch
Hall (formerly the Science Building) or the East Building. Proceeds from your donation
will go toward renovation of AB Hall, a project that signifies an important step in
Fontbonne’s growth and vitality.
Choose between a $200 or $1,000 brick.

Find out more and/or order your brick now at www.fontbonne.edu/brick.
For more information, call 314.889.4505 or e-mail dgregory@fontbonne.edu.
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